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THE BEST IN THE LAND

(Continued from 'age One.)

Tarkio Dralnage District.
At the January term, 10, of our
elreult court, the petition was filed,

praying for the Incorporation. €
course,  there were  objectors and
these were reprossmted by 1 W Wi

fams and Frank Petree, whidle the gu 1
titloners were represented . W, HL
Blehimrds wnd Jobin W, Stokes, {
The objeetars sueceeded In obitain- |
Ing & chiange to Audrew
county, where the case was Leand by
Judge Barns, and on Saturiday, .\I.n-'n.|

of venaw

A0, a decree of  Ineorporat lon was
|III1.|!I'|1 dowmn, 'llllln |l|-|'||’v excded
feom the distriet S0 geres bwlonging

. 11 ® Left to Right
1o Frite Mekers dof Willlam Tdeker s ' o
W of Henry Deger 24 of Henry Peters, & Hiaek, Contractor,

boline Regrers, Contracts

e

Ralph Asburn, Dlpperman: Cha-,

Al somie few ol her tracts Forllows |
frgg Vhils was the BHng of Ve
with the cireult clerk of Holt county. |
andd e seeretary of state. which was |

e reas |

done within the twenty dav it ws |
prov Iedand I.} Ehe ddranlninge aws
Thon came a miveting of the land |

|
drainmge dis
el inge It s

pwniers in the propesed

teier, for vhe purpose of
first B of drabrisge commilssioners
s mweeting was held at the Centey

sl Dicnsee, o Sutardiny, Aprit
i Fhe meeting wis presideed over
by Dsaue M. Minton, witn George W
Posnter as s secivtary Fhie el |
thony resultodd i thwe ebiodive of thie fol
Jowing toconstitute Phe beserd at
would bave Thie direetion, with T

advice of s attornes, of the greatest

andd perhinis e st extensive doadis

Age project Wit our stats {
Lot Mrusn, (or onie yenr, '
Johin AL Back, Tor two years,
Johin Ko sater, for thiree seirs

l As thie Canal now looks,

Thotnas b, Peldey, for four sears, |

F. B Cunndnghiam, Tor fve sears,
dohn Ko Slater was chosen prishs |
dent of the board and Lot Hrown,

secrelary and treasaner,

AL & subseguent  mevting, helil at
Cralg, April L5 1o, Hhie nevessary
steps were takon 1o secure an engls
meer, anid Messrs. Peterman & Selte,
of St doseph, were cmployed, w o ses
cired the ald of Wi, M. Morris
They binmedintely  began thelr sur
vy, ated In the course of a feas |
monthis hatl thielr protiies  amil estjs |
mates  ready.  The estimnte  fixed |
The ¢ost al approximately &1k |

dohin Taylor, of  Forbws ln\tll‘-h“l:_-'
AW Vant wmp, of Minton, and )
W. Patterson, of Hwkory  townshilp,
were nuined as commissioners ee
sess bene s wnd damages 1o the and
owners, aned alter mueh abor, trials
and tribulations,  they  completed
thelr lnbors,

LT

Phiee Monstor Doc o Maelidme

Then came the letting of the con-

tract for the digeing of the Hig Tare |
Kio Canal, 1t was awarded Rogeps N

MWack. on Iecember 12, 100, wr 3
cents per cuble yard,  Messrs, Rogers
& Black antlelpating the work, Iues

gan the constroction of thelr drslge
Doats wod lald the keels In Aogust,
1900, and on the Ist of January, 1911,
they were under Tull steam and  at |
work., |

The bonds were ordered al an elees
thon el to the amount  of S50

and sold at a prembum of #3500 wld
bought by the  Compton  Bonding
Company, of 8t, Louls. They bear b

per cont Interest and ron for 20 vears
They bear the slignatures ol Jolin K
Slater, us president, and Lot Hrown,
as mecretary, Phey are in £00 de
nominat lons,

The dralnnge distriet association
purchased the ditelilng  machine  bes
longing to the Mound City  Land
Company, and with this machine they
are digglng the laterals,

The Ponderous Machinery.

The monster dredger Is now at
work, which T'ng SENTINEL teporter
viewed hast week, rushing 1he work
of completing the greal water way to
its mouth, the Missourl viver, which

the eontractors hope to Hnish by July
or August, 192, working weat her, wnd

when completed thousands of seres ol
land that was practically wort hiless

for cultivation, will be restored 1o
productiveness,
They now have about one-hall of

the seven miles already completed.
Thelr hrst pay dirt on the enterprise
was Lhrown from the monster dipper
on January 10, 100, TE s e feet
wide, and a depth varying from fito
16 feel, ln conformity with the to-
pography. The levee has a base of S0
feel and 6 to 11 feet in helght.

The machine used..the gregt dredy-
er, cost Messrs. Rogers & Hlack &io,-
O0d at the fuctory In Marion, (), and
with Its neccssary timbers, required
11 cars In its transportation, and a
frelght bill of #1200 to land It near
the Atchison line above Corning, the
raliroad putting In special trackage
for unloading.

The hull of the dredyge boat s 41x
100 feet, and having an 8 foot draft,
Iu has five bulk heads front fore and
aft. The sides are bullt of sold tim-
bers 7 inches thick and those of the
bow have a thickness of 10 inches and
the aides and stern are of the same

thickness.

Digging the Latersis.

operated by a palr of Independent an
gines, the most perfect plece of mech.
anism of Its Kind In existence. ‘The
dipper moves from 1200 to 1800 cuble |
yards of dirt dally, It plows its way'
along the Helds for 500 feet, on the
one side, and then s monster an:
The A brace stands In & plumb of |chors are released and the drodger
00 feet. 'The boom 80 feet longand | backs up and does the work on the
the dipper arin 54 feet: the dipper has o wsite side, andd Lhus this s kept up
a capacity of 2§ cuble yards, and ;.‘u' 1y nbghit wad day, with the exeep

iy
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ot of ~ " e lny
off, to vi- ok wives, or
with thelr Famibtes al Corndng and
glsewhore, They operate thelr own

elegtrie Hghv plant- Turnish 2 powers
ful wre and 24 Ineandeseent Hghits 1t
Is also equipped with Hree extingulshes
ers, and hose, Tor thee protegtion, The
wihre cables used in manipotating the
dipper and other machinery, 320 fept

chors 3230 and 40 feet long, and sunk
to adepthof 15 to 20 feet, holding
the great dredger to its place firmly,
and are operated by machinery. lia
Hoats are 4x% feet and 30 feet long,
toited to the dredger Independent of
the hull proper, thus giving buoyancy
to the dredger. 1t s also supplied
with a forge, and they do thelr own |
Iacksmithilng.

To operate this great machine, day |

Is an undertaker at Peorla, 11l. Mr.
Hlack looks after the operating de-
partments of the ditcher, while Mr.
Itogers Is the secountant.

U'p to the present they Lave moved
T4 %50 cubie yards of dirt, notwith:
standing the loss of fully two months'
time, whileh s about one-half the
amount of dirt expected to be re.
moved,

They expect to reach the Missourl

and nlght, regquires two erews, of four | river, some thme In July or Augnst, |
en to vach erew. The first and most |Ll|.lph1|t that stream at a point whoere
hinportant of these are the two “run- 1 vears ago Marrletta, a landing place
ters”Ralph Ashiburn, of  Mound | o those days Tor stedaboats, stoud
City,and BEd, Heek, of Peoria, 11 but was eonflsested by the ravenous
Two cranemen, Josse Summers, of | Missourh, They will ecease dlgging
Virginia, and Jake Millison, of Forest | when swithin about 50 fect of the riv

City. Two tiremen, Charles Gille-
landd, and Bert Golden, of Mound City
Two deck hands, Wm. Edwards, of
Forest City, and Arthar Wormack, of
| s

In addition to this dredge boat
foree, there are required thiree mon to
kewp the voal supply to the furnace.
Fiwsie men, Elzy Bale, of Peoria, 11,
ated Rand 0. Bumpus, of Corning,
wheel the conl Trom the levee wnil |
Toned i biargees, whibeh are Hoated down |
to the dredger. 1t requirestwoteaims
sters, W Habin and  Johin Swan, to
banl the coal from Cornlng, sl |
thiree miles distunt, for the dreedger:
T tans of conl bs consued dally, |
whiteh pespubres ahwont S825 mont by for
Pl o il Inetuding  the frelght
Five tuboor Bl smoamrs . 1o bt wise
S0 and fs monthly, the 1w pan
ners recehving the Highest compans
Phom L2 por ot e vaeh, !
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How They Live. '
In wdilithon to the dredger "
boat.” whore the employes |
wid contractors live this s Hoated |
alom down the canal, at easy  dis- |
tanee Trom the drodger. T s IXxti |
foet s hias six roomes Inelod g sleeplng |
uiarters, Kiteben and dining  rovm
cotblned, Over thils Mrs, “-ﬂpll‘
Ashibirn presides, who bs  assisted by 1
Mrs. Bert Golden, who are paid Hber- |
al salaries tao cook and vare for ||il‘J
heisehold, for this large foree of wi- |
ployes,  These Tadies are excellent |
conks and homekeepers: thele meals
e of thie mest whotesome and Invir- |
b Rl thiat Kindd that makes bone |
and musele, and it is bot a large fane |
My, |rh'-ltll'|| iver by SUNNY,  mEreen- |
bie binlies, whooare fully equipptd for |
the obdigations that come Lo them,
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The Contractors.

In all glgantle enterprises there
st bt poikeding band  and the
gendus bebind 1o breing sueeoss,  In
this, e drndoage commlssloners have
fortunate Ineeod, In securing
Messrs, Rogers & Blaek, who are
rotbhers-in-law, 1o undertake this
wreal enterprise, and pusi it to w sue-
sl il coneluston. They  are practi-
wlomens men who hiave made It a
bitisiness for years, to dig dralnage ea-
nils.  The greatest of these prior to
the digeing of the present Blg Tarkio
canal In Holt county, were theSquaw
Creek and M Creek  canals, and
these were dug by Mr. Rogers, and
his work was so satisfactory that the
Hig Tarkio commisstoners did not
ook for any  others they  shinply
wgreed on prive, and told  Messes
Rogers & Hlack, the “hob was thelrs'

It was a genuine case, of by thelr
work ye shnll know them."

They glve their personal attention
to every detall of the digging, and are
both thorough-golng  business men,
They receive thelr pay for the work
each month upon estimates certitied
as to the yarduge exeavated by the
engineer for the commisslioners, This
varles  from S T BO0000 eubile
yards, and the board Issues thelr war-
rant Tor the amount on s basis of 3
conts per coubie yard,

'y

Johin Rogers, the sentor of the Hrim,
waus born In Mason county, Lilinois, in
Muy, 1861, Just shortly after the tir
ing upon Fort Sumpter.  He was
ralsed on the furm, and stayed at it
until bie wos 29 years old,  He then

¢ | son are practicing osteopaths,

long and 1} Ineh dismetor,

Its an-{ Corning, Mo, They have & son, who

tuught o few years, and In 1880 began
his carcer o the dredging business,
dolng much work in the South, prinei-
pally in the state of Louslana, He
then came to Holt ¢ounty, locating at
Mound Clty, and In December, 1004,
began the work of digglng the Squaw
Creek dralnnge canal, throwing the
thrst dirt on February 23, 1905, and
completed Iv Jduly 7, MM April,
s, e began the digging of the
MUl Creek dralnage canal, and com-
pleted this job In December, 1908,
Mr. Rogers Is married; and they re-
side in Mound Clty, His wife prior
o marrluge was Miss Idas M, Johns,
and they were married In Ilinols,
They have one son, Charles, and he Iy
perhaps as fine a specimen of the
physical young man as you will likely
meet In & munth's Journey. He
stands 8:3 In his stocking feet and
welihs 240 pounds, Roth hiswifeand

Charles §. Black Is the junlor of the
firm; he married a sister of Mr. Rog-
gers, and Is 40 years old. e, too, has
had wide experlence In ditech-making,
and for many years prior to his joln.
ing Mr, Rogers was with Mr. Foohey
& Co,, of Fort Wayne, Ind. He |Is
married and his postofice address Is

er: move back thelr
honse boat to the
dismant le.

dredger and
nearest road, and
They will blast the une
finlshed 50 feer, thus making the
outlet. When this s done they amd
the peaple Interested will eelvbrate
the occasion with a big Jubllee and
barbwene,

The present boared of commissloners
Is composed of Johin K. Slater, pres)
dents George W Posnter, seciviary
and treasiirer, Mlgelow: Thomas Peles
ley, Crude: Joo. AL Boek. Corning:
Henry  Rabte, Crale, with W, N
Richards as attorney,

These ditelvs, 1ivse
trivis are splonddidd
thivdr ereators, atnd Livre
of e ten o,
ving man way bear of it Many
men podned thvle eforts 1o aeeon:
P e work, now so well glong tos
witrids s completion. A the head ol
thie sty we would mwertbon W, 11
Richards, but his eflorts, Lis nltia
tive woulil have been fmpossible, i
practical, I other men Lad not put
their shotders 1o the whee!l and
pushed, and Kept pushiing.  “I'hework
Is & moniment to sueh pushers of e
enterprise as dohn K. Siater, Jolin A
Buek, Thos, Pebley, T, W Canndng-
ham, Ho A Dankers, J. F. Bridge-
man Sain Kaling now  deceased: Johin
Hall, F. K. Allen, Lot Hrown, Jolin
Stadler, WoI, Randall, Henry Bevel,
F. W. Walter, Harmon  Obdensaliden,
and ot hers.,

deainnge diss
e nts to
we will el

Mimnl while the

The canal wiil be spanned by tive
steel bridges, whiteh will beeonst paet -
o by the distrier at an estimated 1o
tal cost of 12w, "They will each be
PO Tt spunnes WLE O=Toot appronelivs,
After completion it wiil devolve on
the eotnty to keep them in repalr,

The tirst whll be  located  enst
Corning near the Ndiins place,

The second where the  rllroad
erosses The blg diteh two milles sout li-
st of Corning.

The third will be two miles below
the rallroad at the W, ldeker farm,

Thee Toneths, thiree miles west, and
close Lo the T of schiulte lake,

Whe ffth, three and & half miles
southwest of Cralg, at the Wellman
farm and about & mile above the
month of the diteh.,

The bourd of supervisors has glven
Its time and muoeh  Iabor In behall of
this  great  undertaking, working
faithfully for the future welfare of
all. They with thelr attorney have
cheerfully met  all opposition anl
borne eritlelsm, belleving that when
the dralnage canal Is complete, and
that this  alinost emplre - shall bear
Its abundant erops, that then will
come reward,

Honds  have been voted 1o the
amount of S350 for the construes
tion of the various drainage ditehes
s fallows:

Souaw Creek. oo, & N0
Nodaway No. 1 ..., IR
MOk coviviivrrrveeas 40,000
Blg Tarklo...oooiien oo oo, 100,000

Little Tarklo . ... A000)

Total ...... -G 00

Some History.

In Holt county numerous plans for
ditehes have been proposed during
he past thirty years,  Some have
proven effective, but in many cases
they were designed for only  tewmpo-
rary reliul,

The tirst diteh proposed was known
as the Corning diteh, petitioned for
by Hurace Martin, John Hollenbeck,
Henry Roselins, F. W. Walter, Henry
Dankers and Holland Hardwell and
flled with the county court at the
August term, 1872, The court named
W, M, Morrls, D. VanWormer and
Givo, Kershiner as commissloners, who
reported the sehieme as Impracticable
and they were discharged. The case
was re-opened, a new set of commls-
sloners was named and at the Decem:.
ber term of the court the work was
ordered. Joel Hester was the survey-
or at the time and by reason of a mis
take of 10,000 yards In his estimate,
much ltigation followed. The diteh
tapped the Dankers and Walters
lakes,thence southeasterly to the head
of the Schulte lake. It was about 14
miles In length. The county at that
time pald its share of the expense,
which was 81,000,

The second ditch proposed was
known as the ""Sheridan diteh,” peti-
tioned for by Patrick Fitzmaurice and
65 others, at the Beptember term, 1874,
of the county court, Joel Hester, Jep-
tha Martin and J. M. Ford were

—

at the head of the north channel of
the outlet of Tarkio lake: thence
northwest around the west point of
Kimsey's Tsland, west of Fltzmaurice:
then northwest to qr. see. corner of
south side of see, 10, 80, 30, thence
northwest as far as may be necessary
to drain that part of the county over-
fowed by the Penny luke.

Then came the Forbes ditel whileh
s termed o dey land ditel to carry
witter to the Missonrl eiver,  "This Is
a small surface diteh and answers the
purpose for which it was made.

Later eame Cralg diteles Nos, |
and 20 Noo 1= still a good diteh and
carries the water from the Little Tar-
kio,  No, 2is not existing. but the
Little Tarklo drainage distriet of o«
day, part of whiteh 1s now dug  and
bonds authorized for (1s const ruet lon
have bwen ordered,  Is the outeome of
Now &

Then eame the digging of a private
diteh, from the Little Tarklo, west of
Forest City throogh  nearly three
mibles of slough, ponds amd  low lands
to rench an outler Imto the Missourl
river. The late Thomas Cottier and
one present conunty clerk, F, L deller,
obtained right of  way, b feel wiile
for thds diteb, and dug It with the
help of otvers who subseribed a fow
ollars or o few days’ work, T ds doe
Ing good work,

Anot ber ddteds wasdog o Hrtle lnter
near Mound CHy by the Mound Ciny
Land  and Stk bt
Fablead beeinse o out et was Tornished,

Company,

T 1o, o suevey was made for a
diteh from where Sguaw Creok enters
the bottom above Mound City, & dis.
tance of 14 mibles tothe Mis-
sotrl river below Forest Cltyiso much
oppasition was shiown that the  petls
thon was withrawn,

Sl

In P, the Big Trekio Dralnage
distriet was Incorporated, and a par-
thal system of dralnage was adoptad,
There was, of course, more or less op-
posttion and after mueh Hgation, it
was disincorporated and out of this
came the present By Tarklo Drain-
age Distrier sehivme,

O May 22, 1, Jdudge Gallatin
Craly granted a cortificate of ineorpos
ration to the Sguaw Creck  Dradnage
Pistriet Noo b The distriet ineludes
the dradnage of somwe 20,000 aeres and
the purpose of the diteh s to drain
e overtlow  coming  from  Sguaw
Crevk, Davis Crovk, Cannon’s braneh,
Kimsey Creek, Porter Creek, ete.,
wnd the surfuce water whieh falls np-
ol the lands of the disteiet,  The
work was  begun  in Febroary, 11,
It was completed July 31, 1906, The
cost of the main diteh and its lateral
ditehies Involved the removal of So,-
st euble yards of enrth, to pav for
whieh the distrier lssued $~om0 in
bonds, bearing date  July 1, 1,
Little & Hays, of St. Louis, took the
bonds at ¢ on the dollar and to bear
O pur cent, interest,  Fhe main ditel
I 30 feet at the bottom and 40 feet
at the top, and required the moving
af 30000 cuble  vards of earth. The
ditehes have u total distance of some
Fhmbes.  Upto this time this  was
the biggest dralnage scheme in thils
county and in this part of the coun-
try, It is 40 feet wide and S0 (et
deep and s doing Its work,

In 1904, came the propositlon of or-
panlelng the. Nodaway Dradnage Dis-
triet Noo 1y but was not Incorporated
until the August term, 1, and W,
M. Morris was the first secretary and
J. W, Patterson its president,  In
July, 1M, the contruet was let to
John Gilligan for #0000, September,
I, AL ssued #0000 in bonds, 1t s
about 7 miles In length and will drain
2400 acres. 1t begios in see, 27,62, 17,
Including tands In Nodaway aud  An-
drew  counties, running along the
river south to 36, 61, 37, 1t Is not yev
finished and Htigatlon s pending on
secount of the fallure of the contrac-
tor to tinish the work.  Johin Morris
and Johin Perel were the engineers.
It is 24510 feet with Interals, and as
far a8 completed Is doing Its work,

While this work on No.1 was pro-
gressing, the lower land owners from
section i, 61, 47 south, to the south
line of 19, 50, 3, organized Nodaway
Dralnage district  No. 2, and the
greater portion of the lands being In
Andrew county, It was Incorporated
in Andrew connty, #21,000 in bonds
were voled. 1L too, Is not yet finish-
ed.  About one-third of the cost will
be borne by the land owners In Holt
county. ‘This district Is about nine
miles in length, I is about J0x6 feet
with no laterals.

Mill Creek Drainage district was
incorporated at the August 1907 term
of our clreult court. 1ts head Is Just
above Curzon, and runs southeast to
the Miesour| river, and Is four miles
in length. It lssued 840,000 In bonds,
and its first board was composed of
A, D. Taylor, A, J, Jimison, Peter
Sipes, Philip Schiotzhauer and J. A,
Willlams. The tirst named was cho-
sen president and the latter its sec-
retary, W, Morrls was the engineer,

named as commissloners. It began

£ bt

(Continued on Page Eight.)
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